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Upcoming Events

Free Cooking Classes
Turkish Baklava

January 28, 11:00-13:00
Tate Center, Room 145, UGA

Table Tennis Tournament

February 3-4
Ramsey Center, UGA

IFCO Movie Series
The Message

February 21, 8:00 pm
Tate Theater, UGA

Newsletter Sign-up

Send an e-mail to

ifco@interfaithathens.org
ifco@uga.edu

or visit our web sites

www.interfaithathens.org
www.uga.edu/ifco

to read IFCO newsletter...

Respect For Humankind
by Gulen, M. Fethullah

Loving and respecting humanity
merely because they are human is
an expression of respect for the
Almighty Creator. The other side
of the coin, loving and showin
respect to only those who thin

the same as one thinks, is nothing
but egotism and self-worship.
More than this, it is irreverent and
self-conceited behavior to hurt
the feelings of others who may not
think exactly as we think, but who
still are on the same main road
with us in their thoughts and
visions.

We dream of a generation who will
embrace and build the future upon
interpreting problems not
according to the sources or
reasons from which they arise, but
with respect to their ideals. If we
are passengers who are on
different paths and using different
strategies, but all heading for the
same destination, then why should
we defame the others who are
with us on this sacred journey that
has such a lofty goal?

The circumstances that will shape
humanity in the future, in
particular current world affairs,
are forcing us to act with utmost
care and alertness; in fact, they
are forcing us to do so to such an
extent that any decision hastily
taken for temporary measures will
result in errors that have no
compensation. The architects of
the future are obliged to build
their world on the foundations of
what human love and respect
gtand for and what they appear to
e.

. constitute the

With its many dimensions, the
modern world has pushed humanity
into many dark alleys. And we have
come face to face with many
Eroblems, the nature of which we
ave no idea. We are trying to cope
with these problems, but they are
extremely slippery and inconsistent,

- and in due proportion the outcomes

are full of contradictions. There are
thousands of Khidrs who are
committed to fetch the water of life
from Mount Qaf for humanity, but
none of them possess any sign of the
elixir of immortality. Despite all the
efforts of these people who are
“apostles-to-be,” respect for the
human soul has been severely
challenged by real dangers.

- We have struggled for many years in
- this way; nevertheless, we have not

accomplished any synthesis that will
illars of tomorrow.
This has indeed been impossible.
Our feelings and thoughts have
promised and brought about discrete

- things, and we were like musicians

with a broken record and an
incomplete composition, swaying

- from one door to another, looking

for a producer. When every
individual denies all the other truths

- because of the portion of truth

which they hold in their hands, and

- when they compel others to stick to

- their respective portions, will it ever
- be possible to have ideas line up one
. after another, to attain new

. syntheses, or to discover remedies

that save? Can this ever be possible
while some are harassing others with
accusations of unbelief and sinning,
or even physically assaulting them?

Jhose who regard as insignificant even the greatest good they have done

othexs while gteat@ appreciating even the least of the
arze Petfected ones who have a.cgu.ited the

vots done to themselves,

ivine standa'ds of behavior and

found peace in their conscience. Such individuals never xemind others of the
good they have done for.them not ever complain about indifference to

themselves.












