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Interfaith Dialogue Dinner

October 25, 7:00-9:00 pm
Tate Gallery, UGA

Interfaith Dialogue Dinner

November 3, 7:30 pm
Foundry Park Inn, Athens, GA

Video Lecture Series Il
Student learning Center, UGA
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The Necessity Of Interfaith Dialogue

by Gulen, M. Fethullah

People are talking about peace,
contentment, ecology, justice,
tolerance, and dialogue.
Unfortunately, the prevailin
materialist worldview disturbs the
balance between humanity and
nature and within individuals.
This harmony and peace only
occurs when the material and
spiritual realms are reconciled.

Religion reconciles opposites:
religion—science, this world—the
next world, Nature—Divine Books,
material—spiritual, and
spirit—body. It can contain
scientific materialism, put
science in its proper place, and
end long-standing conflicts. The
natural sciences, which should
lead people to God, instead cause
widespread unbelief. As this
trend is strongest in the West,
and because Christianity is the
most influenced,
Muslim—Christian dialogue is
indispensable.

Interfaith dialogue seeks to
realize religion’s basic oneness
and unity, and the universality of
belief. Religion embraces all
beliefs and races in brotherhood,
and exalts love, respect,
tolerance, forgiveness, mercy,
human rights, peace,
brotherhood, and freedom via its
Prophets.

Islam has a Prophetic
Tradition that Jesus will
return during the last days.
For Muslims, this means that
such values as love, peace,
brotherhood, forgiveness,
altruism, mercy, and spiritual
purification will have
precedence. As Jesus was
sent to the Jews and all
Jewish Prophets exalted
these values, dialogue with
the Jews must be
established, as well as a
closer relationship and
cooperation among Islam,
Christianity, and Judaism.

There are many commaon
points for dialogue. Michael
Wyschogrod writes that there
are as many theoretical or
creedal reasons for Muslims
and Jews drawing closer
together as there are for
Jews and Christians coming
together. Furthermore,
Muslims have a good record
of dealing with Jews: There
has been almost no
discrimination, no Holocaust,
denial of basic human rights,
or genocide. In fact, Jews
were welcomed in times of
trouble, as when the
Ottoman State embraced
them after their expulsion
from Spain.
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The Pillars of Dialogue

Love is a person's most
essential element. It is a most
radiant light, a great power
that can resist and overcome
every force. Love elevates
every soul that absorbs it, and
prepares it for eternity. Those
who make contact with eternity
through love seek to implant in
others what they receive. They
dedicate their lives to this, and
endure any hardship for its
sake.

Altruism generates love.
Whoever has the greatest share
in this love is the greatest hero
of humanity, one who has
uprooted any personal feelings
of hatred and rancor. Such
heroes continue to live even
after death, and during life are
welcomed and loved by people.

The most direct way to one's
heart is love, the way of the
Prophets. Its followers are not
rejected; even if they are
rejected by some, they are
welcomed by many. Once they
are welcomed through love,
they always attain their goal.

As everything speaks of and
promises compassion, the
universe can be considered a
symphony of compassion.
Showing compassion to all living
beings is a requirement of being
human. Compassion exalts
people. For instance, we hear
from the Prophet that a

rostitute entered Paradise

cause she gave water to a

dog dying of thirst, while
another woman entered Hell
because she allowed a cat to
starve to death.

Forgiving also is a great virtue.
As we say: “Errors from the
young, forgiveness from the
elder.” Being forgiven means a
repair, a return to an essence,
and finding oneself again. For
this reason, the most pleasing
action in the Infinite Mercy’s
view is the activity pursued
amidst the palpitations of this
return and search.

Creation was introduced to
forgiveness via humanity. Just as
God showed His attribute of
forgiveness through individuals,
He put the beauty of forgiving in
their hearts. While Adam dealt a
blow to his essence through
falling, it was God’s forgiveness
that elevated him to
Prophethood.

Whenever we err, seeking
forgiveness and surmounting the
shame of personal sin allows us
to attain infinite mercy and
overlook the sins of others. Jesus
once said to a blood-thirsty
crowd: Let he who is without sin
cast the first stone (John 8:7). If
we understand this, how can we
“stone" others?

Malice and hatred turn the
land into a pit of Hell. We
should carry forgiveness to
those whose troubles are
pushing them into the abyss.
The excesses of those who
have no forgiveness or
tolerance made the past one or
two centuries the most horrific
ever. Thus, the greatest gift
today’s generation can give is
to teach their children how to
forgive and be tolerant.

We should ignore others’
faults, respect different ideas,
and forgive what is forgivable.
We should do this to touch
hearts and benefit from
contradictory ideas that force
us to keep our heart, spirit,
and conscience in good shape.

Tolerance is the most essential
element of moral systems, and
a very important source of
spiritual discipline and virtue.
It causes merits to attain new
depth and extend to infinity,
and mistakes and faults to
shrink into insignificance.
God’s treatment passes
through the prism of
tolerance, and we wait for it
to embrace us and all of
creation. This embrace is so
broad that a drunk suddenly
shook himself free and became
a Companion of the Prophet,
and a murderer was turned
toward the truth and reached
the highest rank.

We expect love and respect,
tolerance and forgiveness, and
liberality and affection,
especially from God. But can
we expect these if we do not
first offer them to others?
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